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Soon he faced this choice: should he continue his
career as a lawyer, or throw his whole attention to
revolutionary agitation? Money, the comforts of the
body, respectability, and social prestige all pointed
toward law. His family background, the vivid memory
of his brother Alexander, and his own studies in Marx
all pointed toward revolutionary agitation. But he
knew what such a life would mean: he would be con-
tinually under surveillance by the Russian secret police ;
he would spend much time in prison and in exile; he
would never be sure where the next meal was to come
from; his mother and sisters would be made to suffer
for his opposition to the government and church; he
would say farewell forever to any comradeship among
the professional or upper social classes of Russia. In
short, he would live the hard and hunted life of revolu-
tionaries in every age. But someone must do it if ever
Russia's hundred and fifty million peasants and in-
dustrial workers were to be helped to a more abundant
life. If he failed, he could still believe that his burn-
ing body might light a torch for others to find the road
to freedom. He chose the career of a revolutionary.

Beginning His Political Activities. His decision
made, he promptly abandoned the law office and started
on travels that took him up and down and across the
vast stretches of Russia. He wanted to learn by his
own observation the conditions of the masses and to
discover what revolutionary movements were already
under way among them. He visited peasants and
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